BLESSED 

“Kiss the Son.. blessed are all they that put their trust in Him.” (Psalm 2:12) 

HEN someone asks, How are you? wouldn’t it glorify our God if we 

answered, I’m blessed. Thats what we are, blessed. I am not one of those 
pious, mushy religionists who show off their spirituality by Holy Talk. But it seems 
to me that instead of going into a long explanation of what all is wrong in our lives, 
we could tell how our Lord has blessed us. 
Most people measure the blessings of God upon them by their bank account, 
their material possessions, and their physical health. I hope that we are not so 
foolish, so carnal, so evidently in love with this world. The fact is, ALL OF 
GODS PEOPLE ARE BLESSED OF GOD. You may be poor, you may have 
no material possessions to call your own, you may be sickly, in constant 
bodily pain, and ready to die; but if you are in Christ, if you are a child of God 
you are blessed, blessed of God with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus (2 
Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 1:3). Do you see the wording? God has blessed us 
with ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN CHRIST. 
Everything that God ever can, every has, or ever will give to any man, He has given 
to all His people in Christ in the covenant of grace in Christ, before the world began. 
To all true believers it is promised that all things, both the evil that darkens 
our days and the good that lights our way, work together for our spiritual and 
eternal good. There shall no evil happen to the just (Proverbs 12:21, 2 
Thessalonians 3:3). It is not true that all things will just happen to turn out for 
good. But it is true that all things work together, according to God’s wisdom, 
purpose and power for the good of His elect (Romans 8:28). 
How am I? BLESSED! How are YOU? I trust that you also are one of His blessed 
ones. Blessed are all they that put their trust in HIM. [AMEN!] — Jack Shanks 


TRUE FAITH 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith...” 
(Hebrews 12:2) 


I T is not true faith to trust Christ only when you feel you are saved. True faith 
is to trust Christ at all times, whether you feel like you are saved or not; when 
you have a deep consciousness of your sin and when you don’t; when you have 
assurance of faith and when your faith is so weak you wonder if you have faith 
at all. A person is not saved because he feels saved nor because he is aware of 
his sinfulness. A person is saved when he trusts Christ—His blood for 
redemption and forgiveness of sin, His righteousness for acceptance with God; 
when he commits all to Him as the “Author and finisher of our faith.” Our 
feelings may change by the hour, but our salvation is not dependent on our 
feelings; it is dependent solely on Him who never changes — ‘Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, today and forever!’ [AMEN!] — Charles Pennington 
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As I age may God by His amazing grace, take away any vestige of hope 
I might have in anything but the “precious blood of Christ as of a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:19). I've heard men say, 
“Well, I just want peace as I grow old.” I do too! Not without blood. It 
will be a bloody peace or none at all. “And having made peace through 
the blood of His cross” (Colossians 1:20). That high priest in Hebrews 
9:7, who went into the very presence of God Himself, went in with one 
thought in mind; that if he went in “without blood” it was sure death. I 
come into the presence of the Almighty with the same thought. 
Whatever else is involved, I cannot come “without blood,” for the 
wrath of God awaits any who come “without blood.” Yes, Lord, I 
agree! Give me grace to come to you in the crimson flow of the bloody 
Christ, the only Redeemer of sinners. [AMEN!] — JS 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sovereign Grace Conference 2023 / Pastor Fred Evans 


Friday, February 24th, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, February 25th, 10:30 AM 
Sunday, February 26th, 11:00 AM 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 


JOY IN TRIAL 
“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.” 
(James 1:2) 


Y brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptation. 

The NIV reads, Count it pure joy, my brothers, when you fall 
into trials. How can we truly consider it pure joy to experience a trial? 
There is a part of us that dreads the thought of a trial in any form. Can 
we really count it all joy? Yes, we can, if we are children of God. Here 
are four reasons: 
1. It is God that sends the trial. If it were the devil, or simply 
circumstances beyond our control, we could dread the very thought of 
a trial in any form. But it is our heavenly Father that sends it. Whatever 
comes our way, is sent of God. It was God who brought up Job to 
Satan, and not Satan who brought up Job to God. 
2. When God sends a trial our way, it is because we need it. Peter 
said, Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, 
ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations. Every trial God 
sends our way has a needs be. It is for our good, and His glory. 
Romans 8:28. 
3. Trials develop character. The trying of your faith worketh patience. 
Trials put our faith to the test, and teach us to simply trust our 
Heavenly Father. Paul said in Romans 5:34, We glory in tribulations 
(trials) also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience: and patience 
experience: and experience hope. Trials are used by God to develop 
our character and strengthen our faith. 
4. Trials are a part of true sonship. Hebrews 12:6-8 For whom the 
Lord loveth, He chastenth, and scourgeth every son He receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is 
he whom the Father chasteneth not. But if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
We do not joy in the trial itself, but we do rejoice in Who sends it, why 
He sent it, and what the results will be. We don’t ask for trials, but they 
are good for us. [AMEN!] — Todd Nibert 


“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost” 
— (Romans 15:13) 


